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New York Sea Grant Engages Students
in Unique Hands-on Summer Learning Experiences

New York Sea Grant programs provide undergraduate and law students
with hands-on opportunities to address coastal issues.

N

The Sea Grant Community Engaged Internship
Program and the New York Sea Grant New
York Coastal Resilience Law & Policy Fellowship
broaden participation in marine and coastal
professions by providing training and
mentorship to the next generation of scientists,
decision- and policy-makers, and community
members. Through the 10-week internship
program, undergraduate students gain field
experience, attend professional development
workshops, and engage in outreach to enrich
the communities in which they work. Law and
Policy Fellowship students engage in research
on coastal issues and present their findings to
local communities and legal experts, building
their professional skills and networks.
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In 2025, New York Sea Grant staff mentored
eight student interns and two Law and Policy
Fellows, creating opportunities for them to en-
gage in new experiences, learn valuable skills,
and apply knowledge in the field. The interns produced deliverables, including informa-
tion flyers, podcast episodes, outreach materials, and social media posts, to educate resi-
dents in coastal communities across New York State. Topics included natural and nature-
based features monitoring in New York City, tourism and recreation along Lake Ontario,
freshwater mussel research, tracking contaminants in Great Lakes fish, and microplastic
mapping, sampling, and analysis. One Law and Policy fellow analyzed the policy land-
scape for microfiber filtration laws, identifying barriers to adoption. The other assessed
how Peconic Estuary communities could adapt town codes for increased compatibility
with living shoreline projects.

This New York Sea Grant programming for undergraduate and law students provides
valuable learning opportunities to address current coastal issues in local communities.
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