The original idea of a
Sea Grant College
Program suggested
by oceanographer
Dr. Athelstan Spilhaus
at the 93rd meeting
of the American
Fisheries Society.

1963

Senator Claiborne Pell
of Rhode Island introduced legislation to
establish Sea Grant
Colleges on campuses
nationwide as centers
of excellence in marine
and coastal studies.

1965

The National Sea Grant
College Program Act
signed into law by
Congress, establishing
academic/industry/government partnerships that would
advance the nation's
education, economy,
and environment.
Today, Sea Grant is a
national network of
34 university-based
programs.

1966

W.K. (Keith) Kennedy,
Vice Provost of Cornell
University, and Harold
C. Syrett, Vice
Chancellor of the State
University of New York
(SUNY), met to discuss
a collaborative Sea
Grant program in New
York. A partnership
between Cornell, the
Land Grant College in
New York State, and
SUNY, with an interest
in developing
“university-wide”
centers in scientific
areas of excellence,
was proposed.

1967

Dr. Donald F. Squires,
the Director of Stony
Brook University's
Marine Sciences Research Center (MSRC),
promoted the idea of
New York applying for
Sea Grant funding.
Following extensive
collaborative discussions between SUNY,
Cornell, and the
National Sea Grant
Program, in March of
1970 a planning grant
to develop an institutional proposal for
NYSG was awarded;
Squires became the
first Program Director.

New York Sea Grant
was formally launched
on October 27th at a
ceremony in Governor
Nelson Rockefeller’s
NYC office. Attending
were: David Wallace
(Associate Administrator of NOAA), Robert
Abel (founding Director of the NSGCP),
Ernest Boyer (SUNY
Chancellor pictured),
Keith Kennedy (Vice
Provost of Cornell University), and Henry Diamond (Commissioner
of the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation). With this award,
NYSG became the first
multi-institutional
state program in the
Sea Grant network.

1971
1970

In February, by action
of the SUNY Vice-Chancellor for Academic
Programs, NYSG’s main
office was officially
moved to Albany, the
capital of New York
State and center of
state government.

1972

In January, the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce
designated the NYSG
Institute, on behalf of
SUNY and Cornell University, a Sea Grant
College. NYSG's Extension program would
rely on a network of
regionally-based extension specialists
rather than in individual county extension
offices, as is typical of
Cornell Cooperative
Extension.

1975

NYSG research and
extension helped
communities and
businesses along Lake
Ontario to develop a
major sport fishery
(e.g., restocked
salmon and trout)
into a major economic
asset — a
$100M/year industry.
For example, when
studies found where
salmon congregated
in the Lake's waters, a
charter boat fishing
industry was able to
develop.

1985

Funded research
brought to light a big
recreational fishery in
and around NYC.
For the more than
100K shore-based
fishermen, the challenge was getting to
the water's edge.
Several state and city
agencies, including
Port Authority of NY,
which did not realize
the need for beach
access, offered plans
for new fishing piers
and wharves.

Dr. Robert Malouf was
appointed as NYSG’s
second director in
January. In March, the
NYSG Institute office
was re-established at
SBU, starting with interim offices in MSRC’s
Discovery Hall.

1987
1986

Throughout the
decade, NYSG was a
pioneer in mitigating
the spread of invasive
species and received
National Sea Grant
funding for the National Aquatic Nuisance Species Clearinghouse (NANSC),
which, this year, published its first newsletter. In 2020, NANSC
was relaunched as the
NYS Invasive Species
Clearinghouse,
nyis.info.

To help expand the
capacities for raising
finfish such as striped
bass — in many
places a species under
heavy fishing pressure
— specialists
throughout the
Mid-Atlantic states
share their knowledge
about brood stocks,
spawning, nutrition
and survival.

Dr. Anne McElroy was
hired in September as
NYSG's third Director.

Two years after brown
tide's first appearance
in Long Island's Peconic and south shore
bays, NOAA provided
$3M to NYSG for a six
year research initiative
examining the tiny
algae from Narragansett Bay through
mid-Atlantic estuaries.

Dr. Jack Mattice was
hired as NYSG's fourth
Director.

The Hard Clam
Research Initiative was
launched. Under the
initiative, New York
Sea Grant
administered over
$425K awarded
through the Northeast
Regional office of
NOAA’s National
Marine Fisheries
Service. $50K was
added to the
Initiative’s pot by the
Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

1990
1991

1997

1999

$3.5+M in
research grants were
awarded to 17 science
research teams in
seven states to
determine the causes
behind the 1999-2000
winter die-off in Long
Island Sound's lobster
fishery. Funds were
made available
through NOAA's
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS),
the National Sea Grant
College Program, and
the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection.

2001

New York Invasive
Species (NYIS.info)
was founded in 2008,
with funds from the
New York State Environmental Protection
Fund and through a
contract with the New
York State Department
of Environmental
Conservation.
In April, NYSG began
bringing its "message"
regularly to the
morning masses at
WWNYTV7, reaching
~10,000 viewers in
New York’s "North
Country."

2006

Three years of studies
began that found the
economic impact of
fishing faced a predicted 32% decline. With
1.5M days of fishing,
there was a $60M economic impact (loss of
$11-19M over 5 years).

2007

Dr. James Ammerman
was hired in October
as NYSG's fifth
Director.

Over 180 invasive species now in the Great
Lakes not only disrupt
the food web, but cost
billions of dollars in
impacts to the State's
economy.

For its 40th anniversary, NYSG received a
proclamation from NY
Senator Lee Zeldin (1st
District), in which he
wished New York Sea
Grant great success
and many more years
of prosperity. “Sea
Grant New York values
the formal and informal education of the
next generation and
has enhanced and enriched the lives of
countless families in
the local community
and will continue to do
so for many years to
come.”

The New York Great
Lakes Basin Small
Grants program
begins and continues
to the present day, at
which time more than
$1M has been awarded to address needs
of the Basin.
$1.8M funded NOAA’s
Coastal Storm
Awareness Program.
Sea Grant programs in
NJ, NY and CT
supported 10 social
science research
projects to improve
public response to
coastal storm hazard
info.

2015
2013

2008

2010

2011

Bill Wise was
appointed NYSG's
sixth Director.

One of NYSG's most
recent rounds of coastal research — a
two-year, $1.1M investment — spotlights a variety of
marine, Hudson estuary, and Great Lakes
topics and issues, including flood risk,
harmful algal blooms,
sea grass restoration,
invasive species and
seafood safety.

Dr. Rebecca Shuford
was hired in June as
NYSG's seventh
Director.

2019

New extension specialists added to the collaborative regional framework that is strengthening the environmental,
social, and economic
well-being of Long
Island Sound communities. Also, Sound outreach grows beyond
Long Island and into
New York City and Westchester County communities via additional extension support.

2021

