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ω Required for flood insurance rating of 
post-FIRM and some pre-FIRM buildings.

ω Determine compliance with floodplain 
management ordinance.

ω Support map revisions and amendments.

ω Prerequisite for the Community Rating 
System.

FEMA Elevation Certificate



ω Does the EC certify that a building is 
άŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘΚέ

FEMA Elevation Certificate

The Elevation Certificate is a report of existing 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊκŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŀƳǇ does not 
certify that the structure complies with federal, 
state, or local regulations; it only certifies the 
elevation data.

THE COMMUNITY must review the certificate for 
completeness and accuracy, and determine if the 
structure is compliant!



Pre     Post

Before the
Initial FIRM Date 

(or on/before 12/31/74)

On or after the 
Initial FIRM Date
(or after 12/31/74)

Insurance Rating

Pre-FIRM and Post-FIRM

FIRM = Flood Insurance Rate Map



When is an Elevation Certificate 

Required for Insurance Rating?

ωZones B, C & X;
Not in Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)

ςNo elevation certificate needed 

ωPost-FIRM Construction in SFHA Zones

ςElevation certificate is required

ωPre-FIRM Construction in SFHA Zones

ςNeeded for optional elevation rating

ςNow: Elevation certificate is requested due 
to phasing out of subsidized rates



FEMA Elevation Certificate



FEMA Elevation Certificate
Checklist



FEMA Elevation Certificate

Checklist



Section A 

Property Information



FEMA Elevation Certificate

Not needed for local permits or CRS

(But still a good idea)



Section A

Property Information



Building Diagram Number

Diagram 1A = slab-on-grade



Building Diagram Number

Diagram 1B = raised slab or foundation wall with fill



Building Diagram Number
Diagram 2A & 2B = full basement

A floor that is below grade on all sides is 
considered a basement.



Building Diagram Number

Diagrams 3 & 4 = split-level



Elevated Buildings

ωPilings

ωPosts

ωPiers

ωParallel Sheer Walls



Building Diagram Number
Diagrams 5 & 6 = elevated on piers, posts, 

piles, columns



Enclosure

That Portion of an Elevated Building Below 
the Lowest Elevated Floor that is Either 
Partially or Fully Shut in by Rigid Walls



Building Diagram Number
Diagrams 7 & 8 = elevated on foundation walls



Building Diagram Number

Compliant in some 
states  (not NY) if:
ғ рΩ ƘƛƎƘΣ 

ғ нΩ ōŜƭƻǿ ƎǊŀŘŜ

If sub-grade crawlspace:
>рΩ ƘƛƎƘ ƻǊ

>нΩ ōŜƭƻǿ ƎǊŀŘŜ
Ҧ basement 

Diagram 2A, 2B, or 4

Diagram 9 = compliant sub-grade crawl space



FEMA Elevation Certificate

What diagram?
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What diagram?



Section A

Property Information

1,405

Measure from exterior or interior 

grade, whichever is higher
N/A

10

1,680

N/A

N/A



Flood Opening 



Flood Opening


