@ EASTERN LAKE ONTARIO
" DUNES, WETLANDS, CREEKS, & PONDS

DIVERSITY AND OPPORTUNITY

The Sandy Creeks Watershed, including the eastern shoreline of Lake Ontario, supports a great variety of natural
resources and recreational attractions. Dunes, wetlands, creeks, and ponds harbor a vast array of plants, birds, fish
and other animals, including many rare species. We have the opportunity and challenge to manage these resources

in a way that is best for these creatures and for the people who value them.

Stony Creek Fishing Access Site__ Gateway Kiosk North
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The natural resources of the shoreline area provide
valuable economic and recreational opportunities.
The New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) assures access to fish with
permanent easements through the Public Fishing
Rights program. Public access is also available at
wildlife, unique and natural areas along the sandy
shoreline of Lake Ontario. Marinas, restaurants, and
gk Sl IR . e @8 ST e o s [k lodging facilities serve recreational users and feed
Dunes form from the action of wind, waves and ~  Southwick Beach | ARSI = . S B /e e NS e W — the local economy.

currents on sand. The dunes are held in place bya

few specialized plants that can tolerate t‘he*}} H. :
natural conditions found at the shoreline, but are

sensitive to trampling by people, pets, and vehicles.
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Dunes shelter low-lying areas to their eastj tile
west-flowing streams provide abundant Wé"ﬁg A
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provide a mix of habitats for plants, fish, J‘r“’ﬁ!}v '.;%s‘,.“prf- B
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mammals, birds, insects and other species.
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The resulting wetland habitats vary greaﬂyr;t. d
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 Sandy Pond Beach
Unique Area
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Beaches, dunes, and wetlands attract manykij?@a L S R 4 o g . [ : 77
of breeding and migrating birds throughout the =~ GO L R e CRAE//Ce RIP ARI AN ARE AS PO ETLr
year. Critically important beach areas have been =~ aE & e A '

set aside to allow birds to care for their yo;lfngj ¥ Nl ] f , . ¥ |

rest during the long Spring and fall mlgra;é:ﬁé *ﬁi : 2 I 4 = i CF. 4 | 3 b, -J Ry ? ' e/ . . - El Dorado Nature Preserve
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Please enjoy the birds from a distance. = S L0 R o R ) P " Black Pond Wildlife
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Selkirk Shores ’ Foe S A N N N _ . . ~ Skinner
State Park /8 s K e T B b K One of the projects in the Sandy Creeks ' Creek

Watershed EBM Demonstration Area involved
riparian restoration of a stretch of Skinner Creek. -
. . ¥ jSaintey’ Pond Beach
An exclusion fence prevents streambank erosion RO Area
LEGEND and siltation of the streambed, and minimizes Sandy Island Beach
introduction of organic wastes. Streamside &y
* Interpretive Panel vegetation prevents soil erosion anc;l protects v B{eae;;giggnvtvgrd;;fe
- stream water quality as well as habitat for Ave
Upland Forest and Agriculture  aquatic organisms. Areas degraded by erosion  {are
o from channel straightening and vegetation loss 3) N

horeline day by d nd nally. On shore or underwater, th - )
STOTE e Ty Dy ¢y ane seasonaty SHOTE O SEHa, B ~ Wetland Complexes are being restored along some creeks that feed Selkirk
ores

sand that is there today is all there will ever be. Sand that is Bk 1 shoreling wetlands
transported into the ponds is lost from the beaches and dunes forever. 4., . S i Bl ' Other Interpretive * Y State Park

Sand is essential to supply beaches and mainta Yiinaaed
Eastern Lake Ontario sand moves in every direction, changing the

Port Ontario
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